
A N  U L T I M A T E  G U I D E  T O  B E C O M E  A  F O B

F O B  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  p l a y e r s .  T h e  g a m e  i s  a 

s i m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  n o n  U . S .  c i t i z e n s  w h o  h a v e 

c o m e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e s p i t e  E n g l i s h  n o t  b e i n g 

t h e i r  f i r s t  l a n g u a g e .  T h e  g a m e  e x p o s e s  m u l t i p l e 

p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h e  n o n  U . S .  c i t i z e n s  f a c e  i n  l i f e  a n d 

t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e l f  i d e n t i t y .  A s  t h e y  l e f t  t h e i r 

h o m e  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  w e r e  f a m i l i a r 

w i t h  t o  l i v e  i n  a  n e w  c o u n t r y  a l o n e ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e 

h a v e  t o  m a k e  s o m e  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  c o m p r o m i s e s 

w h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s .  W h i l e  s o m e  o f 

t h e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  s o l v a b l e ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  j u s t 

t h e  r e a l i t y  o n e  h a s  t o  f a c e  i f  t h e y  w i s h  t o  s t a y .  T h e 

g a m e ’ s  g o a l  i s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  p l a y e r s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e 

w h a t  i t  i s  l i k e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  s o m e o n e 

w h o  d o e s  n o t  n a t i v e l y  b e l o n g  t o  t h i s  l a n d .

C L A I M



Game boards X 2

American tokens X 30 

Fobby tokens X 30

Alter  ego X 2

Speaking cards X 9

Language test  cards X 9

Job cards X 3

1000 X 14

500 X 22

100 X 22
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YOU NEED TO BE AN CITIZEN TO 

BE ABLE TO WORK IN THE US

DO YOU WANT AN ILLEGAL 
JOB INSTEAD?

O B J E C T I V E

S E T  U P

T h e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  g a m e  i s  t o  s u r v i c e  t i l l  t h e  e n d  o f 
t h e  g a m e  a n d  b e c o m e  a  s u c c e s s f u l f o b .
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YOU NEED TO BE AN CITIZEN TO 

BE ABLE TO WORK IN THE US

DO YOU WANT AN ILLEGAL 
JOB INSTEAD?

1 .  P l a c e  t h e  g a m e  b o a r d s  a n d  c a r d s  a s  s h o w n  a b o v e .
2 .  E a c h  p l a y e r  s t a r t s  w i t h . 
	
	 F o b b y  t o k e n s  X  5           5 0 0  X  8
	 1 0 0  X  1 0                 1 0 0 0  X  5

3 .  P l a c e  t h e  a l t e r  e g o s  o n       o n  t h e  u p p e r  l e f t  c o r n e r .



2 . T a k e  t u r n s  r o l l i n g  o n e  d i e .  M o v e  f o r w a r d  a c c o r d i n g 
   t o  t h e  n u m b e r  s h o w s  u p .
3 . T h e  p l a y e r  c a n n o t  p a s s  t h e  l o n g  r e c t a n g l e s            
   a n d  t h e  g r a u d a t e  s q u a r e       .  S t a y s  i n  t h e 
   r e c t a n g l e s  e v e n  i f  t h e  p l a y e r  r o l l s  a  h i g h e r  n u m b e r .
4 . E v e r y  t i m e  a  p l a y e r  l a n d s  o n  a  s q u a r e  w i t h  a n 
   i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c h a r t  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s
   m a n u a l  f o r  i t s  m e a n i n g .  M a k e  d e c i s i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
   t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  p r o v i d e d .  D o  n o t  l o o k  a t  t h e 
   s o l u t i o n  b e f o r e  d e c i d i n g .  O n e  c a n n o t  c h a n g e  o n e ’ s 
   d i c i s i o n  a f t e r  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  s o l u t i o n .
5 . A f t e r  m a k i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n s ,  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n 
   p a g e  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  A d j u s t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  t o k e n s 
   a n d  f o b b y  t o k e n s  a c c o r d i n g l y .
6 .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r  l a n d s  o n  t h e  s q u a r e  t h a t  h e / s h e 
   p r e v i o u s l y  l a n d e d  o n ,  t h e  p l a y e r  h a s  t h e  s e c o n d 
   c h a n c e  t o  c h a n g e  h i s / h e r  d e c i s i o n s .  Y e t ,  t h e  m o n e y  
   w o u l d  n o t  c o m e  b a c k  e v e n  i f  o n e  c h a n g e s  h i s / h e r 
   d e c i s i o n s .
7 .  A  p l a y e r  l o s e s  w h e n  h e / s h e  i s  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m 

S T A R T I N G  T H E  G A M E
1.  Choose a name from the l ist  below.  I t  wi l l  be your name.   
    Dur ing the game when one player  talks to or  mention   
    another  player ,  cal l  h im/her by the new name

B A R T O L O M É 
D I Ó G E N E S
S Ó C R A T E S
Z A C A R Í A S

A O I
N O R I K O
S A D A K O
U M E K O

H Ó N G  L Á N G
R U Ì  C O N G
Z I  M Ò
Z H É  S H È N G

T E T S U Y A
T A K A S H I
K I Y O S H I
S H I G E R U

* * D O  N O T  R E A D  T H I S  S E C T I O N  B E F O R E  Y O U  G E T  T O  T H E 
S Q U A R E .

N o w  y o u  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l .  W h i l e  s o m e  p e o p l e 
w o u l d  t a k e  a  b r e a k  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  a n d  w o r k ,  t h i s  i s  n o t 
s o m e t h i n g  n o n - c i t i z e n  c a n  d o  i f  t h e y  w a n t  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e 
U . S .  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

Y o u r  t a s k  a t  t h i s  p h a s e  i s  t o  f i n d  a  j o b  w i t h i n  a  l i m i t e d 
t i m e . 
      
      I f  y o u  a r e  l o a n - f r e e ,  f i n d  a  j o b  w i t h i n  f i v e  t u r n s .
      I f  y o u  h a v e  l o a n ,  f i n d  a  j o b  w i t h i n  f o u r  t u r n s .
	
M o v e  t o  e i t h e r  s q u a r e  t h a t  h a s  a  j o b  n a m e  o n  i t .  W h e n 
t h e  p l a y e r  l a n d s  o n  t h e  s q u a r e ,  f l i p  t h e  c a r d  a n d  r e a d 
t h e  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e 
j o b .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r  i s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a  j o b  t e r m ,  t h e  p l a y e r 
g e t s  t h e  j o b .  I f  n o t ,  m o v e  o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  j o b  p r o v i d e d .

I n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p l a y e r  i s  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a n y 
o f  t h e  j o b s  o r  t h e  p l a y e r  r u n s  o u t  o f  t i m e ,  t h e  p l a y e r 
l o s e s .

G R A D U A T E  P H A S E

   t h e  g a m e ,  u n a b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  p a y m e n t ,  o r  f a i l s  t o 
   c o m p l e t e  t h e  t a s k  i n  t h e  g i v e n  t i m e .



IN THIS SECTION, MOVE FORWARD ONE SPACE PER TURN.

DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLE
  

B r i n g  y o u r  v i s a  a l o n g  w i t h  y o u r  p a s s p o r t :  U s e  y o u r 
m o b i l e  d e v i c e  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h i c h  v i s a  d o e s  a  n o n - c i t i z e n 
s t u d e n t  h a v e .

P e r m i t  E x a m :  Y o u  t o o k  t h e  p e r m i t  e x a m  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t 
l a n g u a g e  a n d  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  y o u  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e 
l a n g u a g e  w a s  b a d l y  t r a n s l a t e d .  M o v e  b a c k  o n e  s p a c e .

D r i v i n g  T e s t :  R e c a l l  t h r e e  c a l i f o r n i a  t r a f f i c  r u l e s .

P a y :  P a y  f o r  t h e  t e s t  f e e  $  2 0 0 .

D r i v e r ’ s  L i c e n s e :  A f t e r  l a n d i n g  o n  t h i s  s q u a r e ,  p a s s  t h e 
n e x t  t u r n .

C a r  i n s u r a n c e :  P a y  $ 1 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  i n s u r a n c e .  T h e n ,  m o v e 
y o u  c h a r a c t e r  b a c k  t o  t h e  m a i n  g a m e  b o a r d  w h e r e  t h e 
c h a r a c t e r  w a s . 
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YOU NEED TO BE AN CITIZEN TO 

BE ABLE TO WORK IN THE US

DO YOU WANT AN ILLEGAL 
JOB INSTEAD? S P E C I A L  C O N D I T I O N  B O A R D

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY  

Proof of Identity-Sschool ID: Put The Player’s school IS on 
the table.
Proof of Age-U.S. Passport:  Stand up and say the following 
statement:
My name is   (the name you chose). I  am         years old. I 
was born in               .

Sit down after you finish the statement.

Part-time Job

Research job opportunity: As a lot of jobs are reserved for 
U.S. citizens, non-citizens have to compete for the limited 
job oppotunities that accept foreigners. Take turn rolls 
the die, the player who rolls a three wins $100.
Obtain a social security number: Move the character to the 
social security section. 
You need to be a citizen in order to work: If you cannot 
obtain a social security number, you cannot work in the 
U.S.
Would you consider an illegal job?: Now you know you 
cannot find a legal job in the U.S. However, ther is also 
illegal job that can get you money. Would you consider 
going for an illegal job instead?

YES

NO

A n  i l l e g a l  j o b  p a y s  $ 4 0 0  f o r  y o u r  e x p e n s e s  f o r 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  U . S .  Y o u  r e a l l y  n e e d  m o n e y  a t  t h i s 
p o i n t  a n d  y o u  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  n o t  g e t  c a u g h t .

I t  i s  t o o  r i s k y  t o  g e t  a n  i l e e g a l  j o b .  I f  t h e  p o l i c e 
f i n d s  o u t ,  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w o u l d  b e  r e a l l y  b a d .

Proof of citizenship- U.S. Birth certificate: In order to apply 
for a social security number, the applicant needs to have U.S. 
passport and U.S. birth certificate, which means, non-citizens 
are not allowed to obtain SSN themselves.
Social Security number: While you cannot get a social security 
number, move your character back to where the character 
was.



OUT-OF-STATE TU I T I ON

L I V I NG

NAME

Pay $1,500

D O R M

A P T

    You don’t need to worry about cleaning and food.      
The environment is safe and you are surrounded by 
students from everywhere. It helps you stay close to 
what is happening on campus.

     You only meet people who go to the same school as 
you. It becomes easy to depend on other people to take 
care of you and your l iving. It is also more expensive.

     You have to be responsible for yourself. You become 
more independent person as you have to manage your 
l ife and any unexpected situation. It is also cheaper.

     You need to find someone to l ive with while avoiding 
choosing someone you cannot stant to l ive with. You 
need to pay extra deposit since you son’t have credit 
history in the U.S.

Where do you live?

O R I G I N A L

E N G L I S H

      It is the name that you are familiar with and your 
friends and relatives all call you with this name. This 
name represents you and is something you grew up 
with.     
      People see you as a foreigner when they see your 
name. Using your original name automatically separates 
yourself from the native people.

     It is easier for other people to remember you. An 
English name shows your adaptation to the environment 
around you.

     As you change your name, you lose part of your 
self-identity. You introduce yourself as the person with 
the new name and erase your originality.

Do you want to adopt an English name?

I C O N O G R A P H Y

P

C

P

C

P

C

P

C

D R E S S  L I K E 
A N 

A M E R I C A N

D R E S S  L I K E 
Y O U R S E L F

     Dressing in American style clothes can avoid 
people labeling you as a fob and more life one of 
them when they first see you. It is easy to derive 
people “recognition” when they first see you.

     You have never wore American style clothes 
throughout your entire life and you do not feel 
comfortable wearing them.

     It feels better to wear clothes that you are 
used to wearing. You feel like yourself when you 
wear them. 
     Your clothes seem absurb to other people. 
People see you as foreigner when they see what 
you are wearing, and you immediately becomes a 
fob in people’s minds.

Do you want to adopt an American sty le  of  dress?

F R I E N D S H I P

D R E S S I N G  S T Y L E

M A J O R  E N G L I S H 
S P E A K E R S

1 S T  L A N G U A G E
S P E A K E R S

     Other people see you as one of them and 
through them you have more chances to meet 
other english speakers. Making friends with them 
would help you create an identity that shows your 
assimulation to the American culture.

      People label you as a “foreign language speaker” 
and will not come talk to you first. When you are 
speaking your language with others in public, people 
will stare at you and you will be isolated as a person 
different from other people.

     You share the same culture and background. 
You often find mutual interests and memory within 
each other. It is also more comfortable to use your 
mother tongue to talk about your feelings. You feel 
familiar with people speaking the same language

      Grew up in the different cultures, you share 
less topics with them and the life style is 
different. It is hard to use a language that you 
are not familliar with to really communicate your 
thoughts and emotions.

S P E A K I N G
Draw a speaking card. Stand up and read the sentence on the 
card out loud that everyone in the room can hear it.

P

C

P

C

P

C

P

C



L O C K E D  D O W N

W H A T !

If you choose to live in the dorm, it is winter break 
and the dorm is locked down. Choose either to 
stay in the hotel or get a ticket and fly back to your 
homeland.

You are given a chance to get a part-time job. A 
part-time job can get you extra money to pay for you 
expenses in the U.S. If you want it. Move the alter 
ego to the start sign where is marked part-time job.

There is an opportunity for you to travel back to your 
hometown and have a family reunion and hang out 
with friends. Yet in return, you have to spend money 
buying tickets and travel for more than 10 hours in 
order to go back. Make your decision.

P A R T - T I M E  J O B

F L I G H T

L O N E L Y  H O L I D A Y Now it is time for Thanksgiving and Christmas. While 
all the people go home to stay with the family, you are 
in America alone with yourself. Another player goes to 
take a five minutes break while the player stays at the 
table. Do not talk to other people.

People and teachers always cannot remember how 
to pronounce your name correctly. Do you want to 
change your name to English now? If yes, choose an 
English name that is not someone you know.

L A N G U A G E  T E S T
Draw a language card. Write down the original 
sentence on a piece of paper.

I N V E S T M E N T

YES

NO

Investing a great amount of money in the U.S. helps 
you become a citizen of the country. It is a way around 
to make you a citizen though you are not born in the 
U.S.

You have to spend a great for fortune first. After that 
you still have to pass the naturalization test and stay 
in the U.S. at least 3 years within the next 5 years. 
It takes time and money until you can really get your 
citizenship.

Do you want to own a property in the U.S.?

10%

M O T O R  V E H I C L E

P A Y  S A L E S  T A X

C O P

Pay 10 % of sales tax everytime you purchase even though 
you know tax you paid does not benefit you as a non-citizen. 
Roll the die and multiple the number by 100. It would be the 
amount you have to pay.

The cop finds you! If you chose to have an illegal job and 
land on this square, you are discovered and deported. You 
are now eliminated from the game.

YES

NO

Having a car helps to get a job as a lot of jobs list the 
ability to drive as a preference. Also, while not many 
people you know have cars, having a car gives you 
mobility to go to farther places. If yes, move the alter 
ego to the “start” sign of the driver’s license section on 
the special condition board.

You have to pass the driving exam and buy a car. All 
of them requires time and money.

Do you want to buy a car?

P A Y  T H E  R E N T Dorm: Pay $1200  
Apartment: Pay $700



V O L U N T E E R I N G

B A N K  I N T E R E S T

M A R R I A G E

It is non-paid but you can contribute to the cultural 
enrichment of the society. Volunteering migh be good at 
finding jobs later on.

You save your money in the bank and it is time to get 
interests from them. Calculate 0.5% of the money you have 
now. It would be your interest. However, Because you are 
not a citizen. You will be charged tax for being a foreigner. 
Subtract 0.1% from the interest you should have.

YES

NO

If you can marry an U.S. citizen, you will be qualified 
to stay in the U.S. for the long term. You don’t have 
much choice if you want to stay in the U.S. 

Do you feel ready to get married right after you 
graduate? Are you sure you can endure setting down 
at such a young age? Would your parents be find with 
you marrying a foreigner? If you are staying in the 
U.S. for the long term? Who is going to take care of 
your parents? Theses are all the problems you migh 
encounter if you marry a U.S. citizen.

Get married?

L O A N
YES

NO

Loan gets you money through legal ways.

Loan increases your financial pressure in finding a job 
after you graduate. If you fail to get a job, the loan 
becomes a debt that you have to live with for the rest 
of your life until you pay it off.

Do you want to load?
DRESS LIKE AN AMERICAN

DRESS LIKE YOURSELF

42
$ 200

00

$ 1000 Pass two turns.

$ 0

YES

NO

S O L U T I O N S

DORM

APT

2

0

1

1

$ 1200

$ 700 Credit Deposit (once)  $500

3

3

3

3

ORIGINAL

ENGLISH

5 5

5 5

MAJOR ENGLISH SPEAKERS

1ST LANGUAGE SPEAKERS

$ 400

$ 0

YES

NO

Move the alter ego to the part-time job 
section marked “start“ on the special 
condition board.



YES

NO

$ 3000

$ 0

YES

NO

3

0

3

0

5

0

5

0

YES

NO

$ 1000

$ 1200

STAY AT HOTEL

GO HOME

2

2

2

2

$ 3000

$ 3000

2

0

0

0

YES

NO

Move the alter ego to the DMV 
section marked “start” on the 
special condition board.

$ 7000

$ 0

2

0

0

0

YES

NO

If you land on a square that 
requires paying tuition, pay $500 
instead of $1500.

R E L E A S E D  B Y  U . S .  D E P.  O F  I M M I G R A T I O N 
           M A R C H  2 0 1 3
D E S I G N              B E L I N D A  C H E N
S U P E R V I S O R           E D D O  S T E R N


